LIFE GROUP GOD-ENCOUNTER INSTRUCTIONS

November 2 - 15, 2017

Memorize Romans 8:1-9a
Depend upon Holy Spirit to help you let HIS WORD be implanted in you as a life-producing seed. 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you

Romans 8:1-6 NASU
Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,  and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Matthew 13:23 And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.

Daily read and meditate on Romans 12:2 
Several translations are given to add depth and breadth to your meditations. Regularly read one or more of them. Seek greater understanding and increased experience of the process of renewing your mind. Be very aware of how the transformation of your mind affects all of your living. 

· NASU: And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
· NIV: Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.
· New Living Translation: Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.

· GOD'S WORD: Don't become like the people of this world. Instead, change the way you think. Then you will always be able to determine what God really wants—what is good, pleasing, and perfect.
· Weymouth: And do not follow the customs of the present age, but be transformed by the entire renewal of your minds, so that you may learn by experience what God's will is--that will which is good and beautiful and perfect.
· Wuest: verses 1 and 2
I therefore beg of you, please, brethren, … by a once-for-all presentation to place your bodies at the disposal of God, a sacrifice, a living one, a holy one, well-pleasing, your rational, sacred service, [rational, in that this service is performed by the exercise of the mind]. And stop assuming an outward expression that does not come from within you and is not representative of what you are in your inner being but is patterned after this age. But change your outward expression to one that comes from within and is representative of your inner being, by the renewing of your mind, resulting in your putting to the test what is the will of God, the good and well-pleasing and complete will, and having found that it meets specifications, place your approval upon it.

For your next LIFE GROUP MEETING on November 15:

Write a few paragraphs about your God-encounters – what you are currently hearing, seeing, and experiencing as you are relating to God in your devotions and day-to-day living.  
Your SHARING will let the others in your LIFE GROUP get a glimpse of what you are observing, discovering, learning, working through, and celebrating. Be sure to include actual experiences from the past two weeks that illustrate these things – share your real life!  

In your sharing, include some of the following:

· Portions of current conversations between you and Holy Spirit
· Passages from your journaling or examples of your meditations 

· A key scripture that you have been focusing on

· Challenges and victories you are experiencing as you are walking as a new being in Christ

· Illustrations of self-discoveries - what you are discovering about yourself and what you are becoming. 
You are encouraged to read your SHARING out loud beforehand, expanding or deleting as necessary to make sure it is 5 minutes long when you read it orally. 

Contact your LIFE GROUP leader for any questions or assistance.
NEXT LIFE GROUP MEETING: November 15, 7PM

