LIFE GROUP GOD-ENCOUNTER INSTRUCTIONS

September 7 – 20, 2017

STEP ONE:

Read the following passage at least 10 times over the next 3-4 days, to yourself and out loud:

Habakkuk 2:1-4 NASU
1 I will stand on my guard post

And station myself on the rampart;

And I will keep watch to see what He will speak to me,

And how I may reply when I am reproved. 

2 Then the Lord answered me and said,

"Record the vision

And inscribe it on tablets,

That the one who reads it may run. 

3 "For the vision is yet for the appointed time;

It hastens toward the goal and it will not fail.

Though it tarries, wait for it;

For it will certainly come, it will not delay. 

4 "Behold, as for the proud one,

His soul is not right within him;

But the righteous will live by his faith. 

This is a passage describing an encounter between Habakkuk and the Lord God. We begin this new season of LIFE GROUP with the desire and intent to have many God-encounters! 

STEP TWO:

What does this passage teach us about having an encounter with the Lord? Make a list of the key ingredients that you see.

DO NOT READ THE NEXT STEP UNTIL YOU HAVE COMPLETED STEPS ONE AND TWO.
STEP THREE:

AFTER completing steps one and two, consider the following questions. It is not necessary to write out your answers, but use these questions to continue meditating on this passage of scripture. Let Holy Spirit help you respond to these questions. Ask Him to put your attention on the most needful things for you. 

Ask Holy Spirit to show you how you can let this passage from Habakkuk prepare you for this new season of LIFE GROUP.

· Where will you position yourself for God encounters?

· How will you look and listen?

· In what ways does God communicate with you?

· What will be your attitude – what will you choose to think and feel as you position yourself?

· How long will you wait to see and hear?

· What are you looking and listening for?

· What do you expect? 

· Why do you have such expectations?

· What will you do when you see and hear?

· How will you respond to what you see and hear?

· How do you benefit from what you receive in your God-encounter?

· What is the benefit of recording (writing) what you see and hear?

· How can writing down what you see and hear influence your response to what God said to you?

· Who can benefit from reading (or hearing read) what you have received in your God-encounter?

· How will the passing of time affect what you see and hear?

STEP FOUR:

Using the list you made and your responses to the previous questions, create sentences that describe in detail your part in having a God-encounter. Start each sentence with the phrase: I will…
(For example: I will position myself to hear from God by sitting alone in the blue chair in the back room.)


Only create sentences that sincerely reflect what you will do.
Then read your sentences aloud AND declare that you will receive the grace needed to fulfill your commitments.
STEP FIVE:

Write a few paragraphs about your experiences and discoveries from the preceding two weeks - your SHARING. Your SHARING will let the others in your LIFE GROUP get a glimpse of what you are perceiving, learning, working through, and/or celebrating. 

From your observations, experiences, and revelations, either write a summary of them OR write about one particular thing, sharing what has impacted you. The main emphasis of your sharing should be on your self-discoveries and conclusions, rather than on the process by which you gained them. In your sharing, include actual experiences from your current day-to-day living that illustrate these things – your real life!  Use passages from your conversations with Holy Spirit and journaling. Share what you are currently hearing and discovering through the Word and the work of Holy Spirit.

You are encouraged to read your SHARING out loud beforehand, expanding or deleting as necessary to make sure it is 5 minutes long when you read it orally. 

If you have questions, please contact Leigh or Jana. They are eager to help you have an impacting and rewarding LIFE GROUP experience!
NEXT LIFE GROUP MEETING: SEPTEMBER 20, 7PM

