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Peter wrote the book of 2 Peter right before he was martyred. He knew that his death was near. When
you know that this could be the last thing that you ever communicate, clarity and strength come into what
you say. Your words are focused and strong. The most important things are spoken about. In the second
verse of this letter Peter directs the people to live in the rich knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

The word ‘knowledge’ in Greek is defined as experiential and relational. It is not the kind of knowledge
that comes from education, but through relationship and through encounters. Rich knowledge is
transformational in your heart and in your life. ‘Rich” means lavish, extravagant, super abundance. Rich
knowledge comes through spending time in the presence of God. Rich knowledge does not come through
religious activity but through being still and allowing God to reveal Himself to you, encountering the very
essence of God and His character.

Why is rich knowledge of God and Jesus Christ important? Because it shifts your consciousness into a
higher realm — above the world’s ways, above the limitations of religion, above powers and principalities.
It establishes your thinking to rule and reign with Jesus and aligns you with the Melchizedek order taught
in the Book of Hebrews. You will have understanding of God’s righteousness and His ways. Living in the
rich knowledge of God and Jesus will expand your ability to govern and steward in your assignment. Your
paradigms shift, thinking is expanded. You are no longer confounded and worn down by spiritual warfare.
You see how to stand in dominion, releasing the Kingdom of God. Living in the rich knowledge of God
takes you deeper and higher in revelation and understanding, increases your confidence, and you can live
and move in rest because you know who God is and who you are in Him.

Peter goes on to say that everything we could ever need for life and godliness we will find in the rich
knowledge of knowing who He is. That God has given us magnificent promises and through the power of
these promises we can partner with God. That we can partner with Almighty God, Creator of the Universe
who is Holy in all of His ways, is unfathomable to the natural mind. It is by the Blood of Jesus and our
union with Christ that makes this true.

Ephesians 1.17-18 NIV
171 keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. ¥ I pray that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in his holy people,

e Pray for your eyes to open. Go deeper in this rich knowledge of God and Jesus.

e Pray for the eyes of the City to open and know God beyond the knowledge that has been before.

Colossians 1.9 NIV
? For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually
ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding
that the Spirit gives,
e Growth in experiential knowledge of God leads to personal growth in holiness, fruitfulness,
endurance, and gratitude.
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Colossians 3.10 NIV
1%and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its
Creator.
¢ Knowledge reshapes conduct because through knowledge of who Jesus is we find our own identity.
e As we live in the knowledge of God and His heart, we can see and know the identity of Detroit.

Philippians 1.9-11 NIV
° And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, °so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the
day of Christ, !! filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the
gIory and praise of God.
Love and knowledge need to be joined together.
Knowledge that is not conditioned by love becomes pride.
e Growing in the rich knowledge of Jesus and God gives you the ability to rightly discern, have insight,
and walk in the wisdom of God.
¢ Be filled with the fruits of righteousness.
o Godly character, such as peace, kindness, and gentleness.
o Increasing spiritual maturity.
o The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life — Prov. 11.30.
Relationship with Christ is both the origin and the outcome of Godly knowledge.

Romans 1.28 NIV
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God
gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.
e Persistent rejection of revealed truth results in blindness and leads to every kind of wickedness.
e Knowledge is a gift from God anchored in revelation, not speculation.
e Knowledge of God centers on knowing the person of Jesus Christ through revelation and
experience.

Psalm 119.66 NIV
% Teach me knowledge and good judgment, for I trust your commands.

2 Corinthians 2.14 NIV
14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and uses us to
spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere.

Go into Christmas and into the New Year slathered in the rich knowledge of being one with Christ which
brings you into relationship with Father. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father except through Him. Knowing God and His heart becomes a vast reservoir of spiritual
understanding. Carry that rich knowledge bubbling up and overflowing into gatherings with family and
friends, into the marketplace, and into the secret place where you encounter the Lord. Let the rich
knowledge of God be a banner over your life and release it as a banner over Detroit, over your community,
over your family. Let the aroma of your rich knowledge of God and Jesus spread everywhere you go!

PRAYER AND DECLARATION:

To you Detroit, we declare you are a City of life. This is your time, Detroit, to encounter the Lord and be
re-established. In the Name of Jesus, we declare over this City, you will be established in the rich
knowledge of God and Jesus Christ. The Spirit of the Lord is on Detroit and from Detroit will come a sound
of freedom and liberty to the nations of the earth. The sound of God’s Kingdom come will resound from
this City. These are days of intentionality, Detroit. These are marked days to break open and reveal your
true identity, for the mask of your former days is being removed. Your foundations are being rebuilt. Your
neighborhoods are being reformed. Your structure is shifting. We decree that the Sovereign God who
created the Heavens and earth is the One True God over Detroit. All other gods are idols. Detroit belongs
to the Sovereign God and the rich knowledge of Him will cover this City!
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