LIFE GROUP GOD-ENCOUNTER INSTRUCTIONS

November 16 – December 6, 2017 (Note: three weeks between group meetings)

Continue to memorize Romans 8

Romans 8:1-11  NASU

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

1. Ask yourself, what does it mean to you to be one of those who walk according to the Spirit?

Before going on to read the following scriptures, spend several days considering the above question and forming answers.

2. Read the following scriptures for several days.  Personalize each scripture, even writing each out in first person, adjusting the sentence to read as a personal statement.

Let the Word speak to you as you read, and then make a response to what you are hearing. Respond as the Word you are reading affects your heart and soul. Respond with questions, reactions, commitments, concerns, observations, thanksgivings, requests, etc. Write your responses.

· Romans 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

· 2 Corinthians 5:7 for we walk by faith, not by sight 

· Galatians 5:16; But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh… If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

· Ephesians 4:17-18 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart

· Ephesians 5:8-9 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth)

· Ephesians 5:15-17 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

· Colossians 1:9-12 We have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. 

· Colossians 2:6-7 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 

· 1 Thessalonians 2:12 walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 

· 1 John 1:6-7 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

· 1 John 2:6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. 
3. Continue daily to read the above scriptures, asking Holy Spirit to illustrate how your walk in life each day is in accordance with His Presence and leading. 

On at least six different days, write down specific examples of how your living is clearly reflective of Holy Spirit’s leading. 

4. Read the following exhortation from the Word. Make a commitment to excel (surpass; exceed; go beyond) your current experience of walking according to the Spirit.

· 1 Thessalonians 4:1 Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more.

5. For your next LIFE GROUP MEETING on December 6 (three weeks):

Write a few paragraphs about your God-encounters – what you are currently hearing, seeing, and experiencing as you are relating to God in your devotions and day-to-day living.  
Your SHARING will let the others in your LIFE GROUP get a glimpse of what you are observing, discovering, learning, working through, and celebrating. Be sure to include actual experiences from the past two weeks that illustrate these things – share your real life!  

In your sharing, include some of the following:

· Portions of current conversations between you and Holy Spirit
· Passages from your journaling or examples of your meditations 

· A key scripture that you have been focusing on

· Challenges and victories you are experiencing as you are walking as a new being in Christ

· Illustrations of self-discoveries - what you are discovering about yourself and what you are becoming. 
You are encouraged to read your SHARING out loud beforehand, expanding or deleting as necessary to make sure it is 5 minutes long when you read it orally. 

Contact your LIFE GROUP leader for any questions or assistance.
NEXT LIFE GROUP MEETING: DECEMBER 6, 7PM

